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prof. Mindaugas Backus

(Litva / Lithuania)

Mindaugas Backus, energicky umélec s velkym jevistnim projevem
a zavidénihodnou vsestrannosti, pokud jde o styl a zpUsoby prezenta-
ce, je uznavan jako jeden z nejvyznamnéjsich litevskych violoncellistd
na koncertnich paédiich, v recitdlech a jako dynamicka souc¢ast komor-
nich soubord a orchestrl. Jeho Siroké hudebnizajmy se pribézné proje-
vujiv repertoaru, ktery zahrnuje zapadni klasickou hudbu pro violoncello
od baroka po soucasnost, i v intenzivnim zkoumanim (elektro)akustic-
kych, vyrazovych a divadelnich moZznosti jeho nastroje. Jeho neukojitel-
na touha objevovat nové zvukové svéty violoncella dosud pfinesla Cet-
né spoluprace s zijicimi skladateli, jazzovymi hudebniky, soubory staré
hudby, divadelnimi a tanecnimi télesy. V roce 1998 absolvoval Litevskou
hudebni a divadelni akademii a poté pokracoval ve studiu violoncella na
Royal Northern College of Music v Manchesteru (1999-2001) u svétové
uznavanych violoncellistd Ralpha Kirshbauma a Karine Georgian.

Techniku a interpretaéni dovednosti zdokonaloval také na ¢etnych mistrovskych kurzech a stazich v Né-
mecku, Holandsku, Velké Britanii a USA u Annera Bylsmy, Violy de Hoog, Tsojoshi Tsutsumiho, Davida
Geringase a mnoha dal$ich. Soucasné ziskaval zkusenosti jako orchestralni hrac, spolupracoval s Kreme-
rata Baltica, Litevskym komornim orchestrem, Vilniuskym komornim orchestrem (1993-1996) a Litevskym
statnim symfonickym orchestrem (1996-2005, od roku 1998 vedouci violoncellové sekce) a jako ucitel hry
na violoncello (zejména od roku 2007 jako pedagog Narodni akademie pro zaky).

V roce 2009 se prestéhoval do Klaipédy, kde nastoupil na pozici uméleckého vedouciho Klaipédského
komorniho orchestru a pokracoval ve sdileni svych znalosti a zkuSenosti s mladou generaci violoncellis-
tl na Konzervatofi Stasyse Simkuse (2010-2014), Uméleckém gymnaziu Eduarda Balsyse (2010-2014)
a Hudebni akademii Univerzity v Klaipédé (od roku 2010). Byl také pozvan k vedeni mistrovskych kurzl
na Royal Irish Academy of Music (2014) a Akademia Muzyczna w Krakowie (2016) a pUsobil jako ¢len poro-
ty na mezinarodni soutézi Augustse Dombrovskise v Rize (2017). V roce 2017 zalozil Mezinarodni violonce-
llovy festival a Mezinarodni violoncellovou soutéz Davida Geringase v Klaipedé.

An ebullient performer with great stage presence and enviable versatility in terms of style and modes of
presentation, Mindaugas Backus has been recognized as one of the most distinguished Lithuanian ce-
llists on the concert stage, in recital, and as a dynamic component of chamber ensembles and orchestras.
His wide-ranging musical interests are being continuously revealed in his repertoire, which encompasses
Western classical music for cello from baroque to contemporary, as well as through intense exploration of
his instrument’s (electro)acoustic, expressive and theatrical possibilities. His insatiable desire to discover
new worlds of cello sound has thus far yielded multiple collaborations with the living composers, jazz mu-
sicians, early music ensembles, theatre and dance companies.

He graduated from the Lithuanian Academy of Music and Theatre in 1998 and then went on to pursue
cello studies at the Royal Northern College of Music in Manchester (19992001) with the world-celebra-
ted cellists Ralph Kirshbaum and Karine Georgian. He also honed his techniques and performance skills
in numerous master classes and internships in Germany, Holland, UK, USA with Anner Bylsma, Viola de
Hoog, Tsojoshi Tsutsumi, David Geringas, among many others. At the same time, he gained experience as
an orchestra musician, working with the Kremerata Baltica, Lithuanian Chamber Orchestra, Vilnius Cham-
ber Orchestra (19931996) and the Lithuanian State Symphony Orchestra (19962005, leader of the cello
section from 1998), and cello teacher (notably, as a faculty member of the National Academy for School-
children since 2007).

In 2009, he moved to Klaipéda where he took up a position of Artistic Director of the Klaipéda Chamber
Orchestra and continued to share his knowledge and experience with the younger generation of cellists
at the Stasys Simkus Conservatory (20102014), Eduardas Balsys Gymnasium of Arts (20102014), and Klai-
péda University Academy of Music (since 2010). He was also invited to give master classes at the Royal
Irish Academy of Music (2014) and Akademia Muzyczna w Krakowi (2016), and served as a jury memberin
Augusts Dombrovskis International Competition in Riga (2017).1n 2017, he founded the International Cello
Festival and International David Geringas cello Competition in Klaipéda.



